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railway, one of which led to a considerable action north-west of
Middelburg, others slipped off south-westwards, and, by their
harassing tactics, made the journey of French from the Portu-
guese frontier to Heidelberg very unlike the return march of a
victorious force.
Meanwhile, throughout all these months De Wet was still
very much in evidence in the Orange River Colony. In the
middle of October, forsaking his own territory once more, he
came north of the Vaal and invested a British force at Frederik-
stad, but was beaten off with loss, and on his way back was
surprised at Bothayille, losing the greater part of his following.
* The prestige of his name, however, sufficed to raise another
equallyiarge,and his next exploit was the capture of Dewetsdorp,
far away to the south in an area which the British had supposed
to have been long since effectively pacified. From here he
planned a dash into Cape Colony, but was headed off, driven
into the. angle between the flooded Caledon and Orange Rivers
and almost caught; at the critical moment, however, the waters
subsided and allowed him once more to escape from a seemingly
hopeless position.
At the end of November 1900, Roberts, who had been
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, handed
over his charge in South Africa to Kitchener and sailed for
home. If there had been in his conduct of the campaign signs
that his hand had lost something of its former cunning, it is
impossible to deny that it is to him, more than to any other
man, that England owes the position she holds in South Africa
to-day, and that this land, where so many of her soldiers had
marred or buried their military reputations, had but enhanced
that of this last of our Sepoy generals. His conduct of
operations had been distinguished throughout by lucidity,
firmness of purpose, and energy combined with prudence. On
his advent he found the fame and fortunes of British arms at
the lowest ebb to which they had sunk for a hundred years;
in less than a year he carried them victoriously throughout the
whole of the enemy's country, broke all their armies in pieces,
and left to his successor a task which, however much weariness
and disappointment must attend its full accomplishment, could,
if resolutely and systematically pursued, have in the ultimate
resort but one termination.
Y, KITCHENER'S OPERATIONS TO THE CONCLUSION OF PEACE,
DECEMBER IQOO-MAY 1903
From Kitchener's assumption of command in December
1900 to the termination of hostilities some eighteen months